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Brazo’s Box Highlights!

3 new state and
county records
of bryophytes

Floating mats, oh my! Sphagnum capillifolium!



2025 Grass workshop with Kelly Allred & Kirsten Romig



Jointly sharing an
Intern again for
2026 with the
Santa Fe Botanical
Garden

—




Bylaws of the New Mexico Rare Plant Technical
Council (NMRPTC); Version 1; February 4, 2026

Article Il — Purpose and Scope

Section 1. Purpose

PLEASE SEND
COMMENTS!

WE’LL VOTE IN THE
COMING MONTHS ON
ADOPTING THIS DRAFT



Bylaws of the New Mexico Rare Plant
Technical Council

Article IV — Positions Article VI — Decision- Artlc.le Vil —
and Coordination Making SOl e el
Working Groups
e Chair (Typically Section 1. Annual The Council may
State Botanist Council Meeting . Decisions are establish ad hoc
serves in this role) preferably made by committees or
e Vice-Chair Section 2. Rare Plant general consensus. working groups
(optional) Working Group - When consensus
e Coordinator/Scribe cannot be reached, a

simple majority vote
shall apply



Updates are Goming in 2026




Important Plant Areas UPDATE!

Important Plant Areas (IPAs) are specific places
across New Mexico that support either a high
diversity of sensitive plant species or are the last
remaining locations of New Mexico's most
endangered plants.

New Mexico has identified 133 IPAs that can be
used to identify high priority areas for
mMmanagement actions or target conservation
opportunities.

Revions coming in 2026 and will be called
“Conservation Opportunity Areas” or COAs.

https://nhnm.unm.edu/data


https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/Endangered-Plants-Final_IPA_table_general-1.pdf

Looking Ahead to

Field Season
2026!




USFWS Sect. 6 Grant Funded Projects

Erigeron rhizomatous (Zuni Fleabane)

Expanded surveys for new populations informed -,
by newly discovered populations in the northern

Gila NF and recently finalized US Geological Survey

(USGS) habitat suitability model.

Fieldwork dates: May — June (2-3
weeks)

State Endangered
USFWS: Threatened



USFWS Sect. 6 Grant Funded Projects
Allium gooddingii (Goodding's Onion)
Updating status surveys in the Lincoln National Forest

Fieldwork dates: late July — early August (2 weeks)

State Endangered
USFWS: Under review, SSA
completed in 2024

Lincoln Co

@) Co



USFWS Sect. 6 Grant Funded Projects

Escobaria sneedii var. sneedii (Sneed's Pincushion Cactus)

Status surveys in the Franklin Mountains of
New Mexico and Texas.

Fieldwork dates: late April — early May (2—-3
weeks)

State Endangered
USFWS: Endangered



Sclerocactus mesae-verdae (Mesa Verde cactus)

Ground-truthing randomized plots to test draft
habitat suitability model

Fieldwork dates: late April — early May (2—3 weeks)

State Endangered
BLM: Sensitive
USFWS: Threatened

Collaboration with CO and NM BLM, Navajo Nation, USGS



Muilla lordsburgana (Lordsburg Noino)
Family: Asparagaceae

Under review for State Endangered status

NatureServe: S2 /G2

BLM: sensitive species

Fieldwork dates: mid-March (1 week), expanding range extent on state
lands

Arizona
New Mexico

Lovely Lordsburg!



Aliciella formosa
(Aztec Gilia)

Astragalus humillimus (Mancos Milkvetch)
Sclerocactus cloverae

(Clover's cactus)

Pediocactus knowltonii
(Knowlton Cactus)

Sclerocactus mesae-verdae (Mesa Verde cactus)



Pediocactus knowltonii (Knowlton Cactus)

O

* Two transplant sites established in 1985 and 1995 by Bob Sivinski,
referred to as Navajo #1 and #2, were abandoned in 2007 due to poor
recruitment

Photos: Katie Kli
otos: Ratie Rlin€ * Relocated in 2025! Approx 20+ flowering individuals were found at

the original transplant plot location, on BLM land!



* Rethinking (removing)
Pediocactus knowltonii
2x3 inch steel grid plots,
established in 1994 to
track seed germination at
varying depths

* Plants growinginto the
steel grid

* No longer measuring
seed depth changes and
patterns, just
recruitment/flowering so
is grid even necessary?



Justicia wrightii (Wright's Water-Willow)

Exploring development of
long-term monitoring
plots

Amsonia tharpii (Tharp's Blue Star)



Coryphantha robustispina ssp. scheeri (Scheer's Pincushion Cactus)

State Endangered
NatureServe: S3/ G3
BLM: Sensitive

Map: Dr. M. Porter

@ C. robustispina ssp. robustispina
O C.robustispina ssp. uncinata
(O C.robustispina ssp. scheeri



Increasing Take
Permits for Scheer’s
(Permian Basin) and
Clover’s Cactus (CO
Plateau)

* Habitat fragmentation
* Resource extraction

* 95% of incidental take permit
applications are for Scheer’s
cactus, the rest is typically
Clover’s cactus transplanting
(currently under federal
review for listing)

* Need to determine what is a
sustainable amount of take,
annually



Evolving transplanting and
salvage monitoring guidance
as mitigation tool...

a slippery, controversial slope

Coryphantha robustispina ssp. scheeri
(Scheer's Pincushion Cactus)



Updates Are (still) Coming!

https://nmrareplants.unm.edu/

A systematic process wit-be-has been
developed for submitting and tracking:

Status Consistent
updates language

Taxonomic New photo
updates o Map updates

Your input is valuable in ensuring accuracy
and completeness—we appreciate your
help in identifying any errors!



NMRP Website Rank Summary Example

State Rank: S2

Rank Change Date: 04/08/2015

Rank Review Date: 04/08/2015

Rank Reasons: Based on narrow habitat
specificity and threats to the habitat.
Environmental Specificity: Very narrow.
Specialist or community with key
requirements scarce.

Range Extent: 50-1000 square km (about 100-
400 square miles)

Range Extent Comments: Estimated from
minimum convex polygon of known localities.

Number of Occurrences: 6 - 20
Population Size: 10,000 - 100,000 individuals

Population Size Comments: minimum of
10,000 plants estimated from Biotics
Area of Occupancy: 29 grid cell occupied
based on current EO info




https://nmrareplants.unm.edu/nmrareplantwatch




Rare Plant Technical Council Logo Contest!

CALL FOR LOGO ENTRIES!

Help shape the visual identity of New
Mexico’s rare plant conservation
community!

The New Mexico Rare Plant Technical
Council (NMRPTC) invites artists,
botanists, students, and plant enthusiasts
to submit original logo designs that
celebrate New Mexico’s rare plants and
the landscapes they call home.



Rare Plant Technical Council Logo Contest!

Desigh Guidance:

Includes at least one or more NM rare or sensitive plants

Reflects NM landscapes and identity

Stylized (Al) art is welcome, but plants should be recognizable

Original art is encouraged (watercolor, illustration, etc)

Native pollinators encouraged, but should be focused on the plant(s)

Keep designs clean and not overly detailed

Works at small and large sizes, e.g., prints well on shirts, reports, and online
Limit fine detail so it scales well

Avoid generic clip-art flowers

Feels timeless and professional




Rare Plant Technical Council Logo
Contest!

Submission Requirements
Please submit:
High-resolution image or vector file (PNG, SVG, Al, or EPS)
Your name and contact info
Optional short description of species depicted

Prize & Recognition

Winner will receive:
Recognition by the NM Rare Plant Technical Council
Logo featured on publications, outreach, and merchandise
Bragging rights as the artist behind the official logo



Questions?

erika.rowe@emnrd.nm.gov
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